TOGETHER, WE
CAN DO SO MUCH

PARTNERSHIPS
P-3 Partnership Pathways is a group of educational providers
working together to align early childhood education and
elementary school public education.
Plant the Seed of Learning works with parents of children
from birth to age 4, and also with local hospitals, school
districts, and early learning centers to prepare children for
kindergarten.
Systems Aligned in Learning (SAIL) provides early
learning resources, materials, and mentoring directly to
home-based child care providers across the county.
Integration Services for New Americans is located at
Reynolds Middle School, and provides education, health,
and financial services for refugee and immigrant students
and their families.
Path to One Good Job helps residents who may have
educational, situational, or financial barriers obtain a
post-secondary credential.
Lancaster County Homeless Coalition
is a team made up of local service providers, businesses,
churches, and community volunteers serving individuals
and families facing or experiencing homelessness.
Community Hubs
Four outlying communities have identified a lack of access
to health and human services for their residents and have
established “hubs”... geographic- specific locations where
residents can access a variety of education, health and
financial services in their own local area.
•
•
•
•

Elizabethtown Area HUB
Northern Lancaster Hub (Ephrata/Denver)
Together Initiative Network (Paradise)
Solanco Family Life Network

1910 Harrington Drive, Suite A
Lancaster, PA 17601
phone: 717.394.0731
LiveUnitedLancaster.org

UNIQUE STORIES,
UNITED MISSION

Blessing’s story

Daniel’s story

George & Diane’s story

Daniel Franco was walking home in Elizabethtown
in early 2018 when his life was forever changed.
“I was walking on East High Street, when I went
to the Square and hit the button so I could cross,”
recalls Daniel. “I can’t remember anything else.
When I woke up, I was in an ambulance.”

Blessing John knew she needed to leave her home
in Nigeria to escape the violence and widespread
human trafficking.
“It was scary and really hard because I had no family
here. It was just me and my kids,” said Blessing.
“But when you know you need to do something,
you don’t worry about what may happen. I just
wanted a good life.”
When Blessing arrived in Lancaster, she had
nowhere to go. She lived in a shelter for six
months, then at Milagro House for two years.
She worked for her GED, got a job at LGH and a
car and finally her own place to call home. Now,
with assistance from United Way Partnership
Path to One Good Job, she is working toward
her LPN certification to make a better life for
her family. And she is extremely thankful for the
assistance she has received.
“I’m so grateful for all the help I’ve gotten and
I want to give back to the community,” says
Blessing. “I want to be somebody my kids will
look up to.”

Daniel had been struck by a hit-and-run driver
and suffered numerous serious injuries. Being
out of work to recover, with no insurance, his bills
started piling up and he didn’t know where to turn.
Then Daniel’s daughter contacted Elizabethtown
Housing & Outreach Services (ECHOS), part of the
Elizabethtown Area HUB, a United Way Collective
Impact Partnership. They assisted him with his
rent and other bills until Daniel could get back on
his feet.
Daniel now has a new job and is very thankful for
the helping hand he received.
“God has angels around us that sometimes we
don’t know,” said Daniel. “ECHOS was there when
I needed them, and that’s good for people who
really need help.”

Financial struggles are commonplace for families
living in rural, eastern Lancaster County. For
George and Diane, that meant living day-to-day
until they were on the cusp of being homeless.
On the advice of a friend, they reached out to
the Together Initiative Network, a United Way
Partnership, and attended the Getting Ahead
class. The class helps attendees learn about
poverty and investigate the barriers that keep
them from getting ahead.
“We learned poverty is not necessarily from a
lack of finances,” recalls Diane. “Poverty is a lack
of resources, and we learned how to improve our
resources.”
The financial management and other life skills
George and Diane learned in the class have put
them on solid footing for the first time in years.
Through Together Initiative Network advocates
they have set goals and have a brighter outlook
for the future.
“The class has empowered us,” says George.
“We now have the ability to dream again and feel
good about ourselves.”

